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 Ostrava declaration: ensuring and sustaining the provision of adequate 
WASH services in schools and health care facilities through systematic 
situation assessments and by setting national targets and action plans

 Member States may include WASH in schools in their national 
portfolios of actions

 Declaration of the Paris High-level Conference 2016 Promoting 
intersectoral and interagency action for health and well- being in the 
WHO European Region

 Every preschool and school should provide adequate water, sanitation 
and hygiene

Regional initiatives on WASH in schools



Protocol on Water and Health

 First and only multilateral agreement addressing 
protection of human health and well-being

 Linking sustainable water management with prevention, 
control and reduction of water-related disease

 Dedicated programme area 
on WASH in schools

 Lead by Moldova, Georgia 
and Hungary

 Supported by WHO EURO



 Policies are in place but do not always 
address all aspects of WASH and the
enforcement mechanism is not efficient.

 WASH in schools is still a challenge in 
the entire region, though problems 
are diverse.

 Operation, maintenance and 
acceptability are common concerns
regardless the economy of the country.

 Adverse effect of poor WASH 
on health and learning outcomes 
was confirmed. 

Evidence review in the pan-European 
region
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Health and educational outcomes

* Hydration  & Cognitive performance

* Handwashing &
Gastrointestinal and respiratory symptoms and 
absence rates

* Avoidance/accessibility 
of toilets 

& Urinary tract infections and constipation

* Menstrual hygiene 
management 

& Health and well-being of girls

* Poor sanitation and 
hygiene 

& Helminthic infections 

* Safe WASH &
Opportunities for combined health interventions 
and sustained positive change in pupils’ 
behaviour



Advocacy document
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Identifying bottlenecks

Improvements: Construction / Maintenance / Repairs

Surveillance

Implementation Plan
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 Target audience: (1) public health professionals (2) policy makers

 Scope of surveillance tool: guidance on strengthening national 
surveillance and public health inspections. Thematic scope:
 Infrastructure

 Operation and maintenance

 Children’s and youth perspective

 Format: check-lists

 Reflecting global and regional available tools and global indicators

 Potential uses
 National level: baseline assessment for policy action, validation of routine 

surveillance, prioritization 

 International level: regional and global reporting (SDG, EMIS, GLAAS etc.)

Surveillance tool



Fits to all contexts



Instruments:

 Questionnaire for teachers

 Checklist for observers

 Questionnaire for pupils

Dimensions:

 Water

 Sanitation

 Hygiene and MHM

+ Rationale: explains relevance of 
the question and refers to the 
available scientific evidence

Questionnaires



 Target audience: school staff

 Target setting: all childcare facilities, regardless of economic status

 Format: fact sheets – concise, each can stand-alone 

 Language: practical, non-technical

 Combines awareness raising and action
 Sensitize readers on the relevance of WASH in schools
 Link WASH with health education;
 Suggest practical tips and tools;
 Provide available evidence and instruments;
 Address ownership and responsibilities among all school actors; 

 Builds on global and regional available tools and resources

 Promotes school-based management of WASH in schools and the 
engagement of school community.

Information package



1. Provocative question

2. Actors

3. Benefits of addressing the topic

4. Problem formulation

5. Rationale for action 

6. Tips and practical guidance for 
school managers

7. Reference to tools and checklist

8. List of available materials 

9. Cross reference to other fact-
sheets

Fact-sheets



National schools surveys

Basic 
information

• Size

• Building age

• Operator

• Reconstructions

Location and 
accessibility

• Traffic

• Bicycle access

• Accident prevention

• Disabled access

Design and 
building

• School yard

• Gym/pool

• Room size

• Rooms in 
attic/basement

14

Indoor air 
quality

• Ventillation
means and 
practice

• Heating

Water and sanitation

• Piped supply availability

• Number of facilities

• Level of service

• Hygienic conditions

• Reconstruction needs

• Waste management

Other

• Chemical safety

• Smoking 

• Food safety



 Compliance against the 
national standards

 Sanitary visit

 Connection ✔

 Accessibility (number of 
facilities/seats) ✔ (81-95 
%)

National survey - Results
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National survey - Problems

 Frequent system failures – 20 %

 Inadequate hygiene conditions – 30 %

 Need for reconstruction – 20 %

 Lacking or incomplete disabled 
accessibility – 80 %

 Lack of consumables

 Water quality issues
 Arsenic

 Lead

 Legionella
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 Safety and privacy

 Menstruational hygiene management

 Availability of drinking water outside the toilet facilities

 Hand-washing and other hygiene practices

 Acceptability

Fits to the scope of the information package

National survey - Unaddressed issues



Thank you for your attention!


